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Purpose/Review

Yesterday I received an email from Cardinal News
An online publication that serves southwest Virginia

One headline caught my eye…

CARDINAL NEWS
Virginia Tech braces for expected grad student enrollment decline

Fewer international students and waning interest in certain computer science programs are contributing to anticipated enrollment declines at colleges and universities across the country.

Undergraduate application numbers remain strong, Ross said at the board meeting, but the percentage of admitted students choosing to enroll has declined among both in-state and out-of-state applicants

Choosing which college to attend can be a difficult choice…


SERMON TITLE – Choices Are Not Always Easy


But… then again… some choices don’t take a lot of effort…

What am I going to have for lunch today…

Or… what am I going to wear to church this morning…

It might rain this morning… am I even going to go to church…

The truth of the matter is… life is all about making choices
And even choices lead to more choices…

Let’s go back to the idea of choosing a college or choosing a career…

Whatever choice you make… you will be faced with other choices…

What type of a student do I want to be…?

How good do I want to become in whatever career I choose…?


I’m going to assume that all of us consider ourselves a Christian…

All of us have made the decision to become a disciple… a student of Jesus…

How serious are we taking that decision…

And that’s what Jesus is asking us…


Our reading is found in the last part of the Sermon on the Mount


[bookmark: __DdeLink__202_1051011471321]Reading

Matthew 7
13 Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.


Doctrinal

The Sermon on the Mount begins with Jesus giving us a type of job description

He is telling us what it means to follow Him
He is telling us what it means to be a Christian

Not a Christian in name only… But what it takes to live a Christian life

Notice that each point that Jesus makes comes down to a choice…

Matthew 5
3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


Matthew 5
13 You are the salt of the earth


Matthew 5
14 You are the light of the world… 16 Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.


Matthew 5
44 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you


Then in chapter 6 Jesus gives us a hint of where this sermon is going…


OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO Matthew 6:22-23


Matthew 6
22 The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!


NOTE-
You have heard it said that the eye is a window to the soul
We focus… we make a choice on what we want to explore

Once we’ve identified an object of interest and have it under our control, we shift to exploitation mode: We need to examine the item carefully to find all the ways we can use it, to understand it as fully as possible… Psychology Today



Rather than finding material goods, public honor, prestige, or attention to be most valued, the Christian values his relationship to Christ above all else. He finds his greatest pleasure in those things that are pleasing to God. His heart can be found in love, devotion, obedience, and worship of Christ… Phil Newton


As a Christian… what is it that I truly desire…?

How do I make choices based on those desires…?



Let’s look at our reading again with these questions in mind…


Matthew 7
13 Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.


Jesus is saying… OK… this is what it takes to be my disciple…

This is what it takes to be a true Christian…

Now… Make a choice…

Either choose the wide gate… or choose the narrow gate

There is no middle ground…
NOTE-
This is not a new idea… It’s a theme that runs throughout the Old Testament


Moses reminds the people of the importance to the choice that they make…

Deuteronomy 30
1 See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and adversity…19b So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants,


God fulfilled His promise and brought the Hebrew children into the Promised Land…

Their parents and friends and family chose not to follow God into the Promised Land..

Joshua tells the people that this is not the end of the journey…

You too will have to choose to trust God and follow Him…


Joshua 24
15 If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers … (or) serve the Lord.


In first Kings we find that the people remained religious… just the wrong religion…

They had drifted away from following the one true God
And began to listen to the prophets of Baal

Elijah reminds them of their choices…


1 Kings 18
21 Elijah came near to all the people and said, How long will you hesitate between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.
NOTE-
Clearly the choices that we make are important to God
He warns us over and over again about making the wrong choice

However… there is another unspoken theme within our reading
There is something very important to observe…


Matthew 7
13 Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.


QUESTION-
Do you understand what is it that God telling us…?

That He will never make our choice for us...
No… He will honor our choices


Choices are not always easy…

But our choices will have lifelong consequences…


STORY-
Growing up outside of New York City
One of the vices that caught some of my friends
Was the drug culture


A group of my friends went down that path of heavy drug use
And just about all of them came down with Hepatitis B… Dirty needles

Thankfully modern medicine cured them… or so they thought
For the rest of their lives, they had to deal with the fallout of an unhealthy liver
Choices are not always easy

The choices that we make in this life… will have consequences in the next

NOTE-
One of the truths that the Resurrection teaches us is that death is not the end
There is still a life to come


This is why Jesus is taking us deeper…

I’ve told you all that is required of you… make a choice

Either choose the broad gate… and the wide road…

Or choose the narrow gate… and the narrow road…

The Choice is Yours


NOTE-
There are only two choices

So let’s use them as our bullet points…

Application

The Choice is Yours
1) Am I on the Wide Road

NOTE-
The first thing to understand is that choosing to enter the wide road
Through the wide gate costs us nothing

It is the path of least resistance
The wide road characterizes easy choices

There is a hidden danger within our choices…

We may begin to enter the narrow gate…

But if we’re not careful… 

If we are not resolute in our determination to enter the narrow gate

We will find ourselves on a detour and far away from our original choice


Isaiah 29
13 Then the Lord said, Because this people draw near with their words
And honor Me with their lip service,
But they remove their hearts far from Me,
And their reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote


How’s my prayer life…?

How’s my church attendance…?

How’s my church involvement…?

The answers to these questions can be warning lights…


EXAMPLE-
Just about every car made in the last 30 years has idiot lights
One light for high beams
Another to remind you of low fuel

But then there is one warning light that will cause you to stop in your tracks

It’s that… CHECK ENGINE LIGHT

Panic will cause you to stop immediately and turn the car off
Why…?   Why do you choose to stop and turn the car off…?

Is it… out of fear of loosing something that is of great value to you…?


How serious am I about making sure that I am not on the wide road…?


The wide road is simply a road that leads to destruction. This is the easy road. It takes little effort to travel down this road. Although we may find the road filled with potholes and other obstacles, it is still easier than the alternative. But, at the end of this road, is destruction, eternal separation from God… Ed Jarrett


Which brings us to our second bullet point…

The Choice is Yours
1) Am I on the Wide Road
2) Am I on the Narrow Road


How serious am I to stay on the Narrow Road…?

In Luke’s gospel… Jesus tells us the importance of entering through the narrow door…


Luke 13
24 Strive to enter through the narrow door…


Strive - means to exert oneself; to fight; to labor fervently; to devote serious effort or energy

NOTE-
If the wide gate and wide road are filled with easy choices
Then how is the narrow gate and narrow road different
NOTE-
Entering the narrow gate… and living on the narrow road
Will be very difficult at times

However… it is the only choice that leads to life

Luke 14
26 If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 


We cannot be the Lord’s disciple…

If we place any human relationship above Him


We cannot be the Lord’s disciple…

If we are unwilling to suffer for Him and to intentionally obey His commands


 27 Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 

NOTE-
In the Roman world, the cross was a symbol of execution and shame.
The imagery of carrying a cross would have shocked those who were listening to Jesus

Jesus is not calling us literally carry a cross and to experience shame

The call to carry one’s cross is a daily commitment to follow Jesus

It is a call to daily check my status and to make sure
That there are no warning lights visible

What Jesus is telling us is to make plans and have desires
Just make sure that they are under the banner of seeking Him first
Our life is full of choices… and those choices are not always easy…

One choice will lead to another choice… another crossroad


As we stand at those crossroads always use this truth as your guide…

It is the narrow gate leads to life…



This was the message that God brought to the Jewish people through Jeremiah

They had drifted far away from following the Lord


Jeremiah 6
16 This is what the Lord says: Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.



Daily we are to check our dashboard for warning lights…

Daily we are called to clear any warning lights that have appeared…

James 1
22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.



One final thought…



Jesus tells us… 

13…the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it.


Yes… many will freely choose the easy path…

Jesus…? Why needs Him…

And yes… there are those who claim to be a follower of Jesus

When they are on the wide road


But take heart… for there will be many who were successful

And entered through the narrow gate and walked on the narrow road…


Revelation 7
9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb
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